Introduction
Northeastern South Africa is host to a high density of species of Aloe L. (Holland, 1978) , with the maculate complex particularly well-represented in this region (see, for example, Smith et al., 2012 on summer-flowering maculates from northern South Africa). With their ability to hybridise and intergrade, the maculate aloes are amongst the most taxonomically challenging groups in the genus (Grace et al., , 2010 . Recent fieldwork indicated that one of the eastern maculate aloes, A. barbertoniae Pole-Evans, warrants recognition at species level. It is here reinstated after it was reduced to synonymy under A. greatheadii Schönland var. davyana (Schönland) Glen & D.S.Hardy by Glen & Hardy (1987) along with several other taxa. The expanded concept of A. greatheadii Schönland (Glen & Hardy, 1987 , 2000 has not been widely accepted and a number of other taxa from this complex have already been resurrected [e.g. A. longibracteata Pole-Evans (Carter et al., 2011) and A. graciliflora Groenew. ].
Distribution and habitat
Aloe barbertoniae was described by Pole-Evans (1917) (Figure 1) . Reynolds (1950) also reported populations of what appeared to be outlying forms of A. barbertoniae from near Weenen and Ulundi in KwaZuluNatal. However, these plants differed from typical A. barbertoniae in several characters, including flowering time, and were later described as A. vanrooyenii Gideon F.Sm. & N.R.Crouch (Smith & Crouch, 2006a, b) . Pole-Evans (1917) Aloe barbertoniae is near-endemic to the Barberton Centre of Endemism (Van Wyk & Smith, 2001) . The climate in this region is temperate, with cool to mild winters and frequent fog at high altitudes. Although this aloe does well in cultivation, it is vulnerable to severe frost (Bornman & Hardy 1972) . Average annual rainfall ranges from 625 to 750mm (Jeppe 1969) .
The habitat occupied by this species ranges from open grassveld (Figure 2 ), to bushy slopes and warm river valleys in hilly country. It occurs in an area that often experiences temperatures of 37°C or more in summer and is frost free in winter (Reynolds, 1950; Jeppe, 1969) . Aloe barbertoniae does not extend into the adjacent Highveld or Bushveld (Reynolds, 1950) . Reynolds (unpub- 
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Bradleya 32/2014 lished notes at PRE) concluded that this species prefers the valleys, especially those in mountainous country, as he did not encounter it higher up on steep slopes or in the topographically flatter areas at lower altitudes. It grows in coarse sandy soil (from granites of the Bushveld Igneous Complex) and in fine powdery loam (Groenewald, 1941) .
Characters and variation
Aloe barbertoniae is a medium-sized maculate aloe with a rosette height of under 0.5m and an inflorescence up to 1m. It is generally more robust than A. greatheadii var. davyana in all its characters. Plants usually present a solitary rosette of leaves up to 40cm long, with a distinct additional 10cm of dried twisted apex. The upper leaf surface typically has numerous conspicuous white spots, while the lower surface is characteristically immaculate (a character shared with A. greatheadii var. davyana) (Figures 3, 4) . The inflorescence is branched from about or below the middle and the lowest branches are often rebranched, usually giving rise to a total of six or more, narrow long cylindric-acuminate, subdense racemes. The lowermost floral bracts are up to 20mm long and are markedly longer than the pedicels, which attain lengths of 12-14mm. Flowers are 36-40mm long and reddish pink with a slight bloom. Outer perianth segments have pale margins, but these are not as conspicuous as in A. greatheadii var. davyana ( Figure 5 ). See Table 1 for further distinguishing characters between A. barbertoniae and A. greatheadii var. davyana.
Plants from Tzaneen differ from the typical form found near Barberton. The Tzaneen plants tend to have shorter flowers and floral bracts that are often longer than the measurements provided in the description of A. barbertoniae. Reynolds (unpublished notes at PRE) noted that this species varies tremendously in several reproductive characters: inflorescence branching, density of flowers, shape of perianth, and particularly its floral bracts. His notes document that floral bracts and raceme length vary within populations. He observed that in some plants the floral bracts are broad, long and fleshy, whereas other individuals present bracts that are narrower, shorter and more scarious. Groenewald (1941) 56 (2000); Van Wyk & Smith: 200 (2005) ; Grace: 130 (2009); Carter et al.: 177 (2011) .
Acaulescent plants, sometimes with short stem; with persistent dried leaves; rosettes usually solitary. Leaves densely rosulate, erectly spreading, upper surface green, with reddish brown tinge, with numerous elongated more or less confluent white spots in undulating interrupted transverse bands, sometimes with few spots only, lower surface pale green and without spots, lanceolate-attenuate, 30-40cm long, 10-11cm wide, with additional 10cm of dried twisted apex; margin distinctly brown, with stout pungent deltoid teeth, 5-6mm long, 10-15mm apart; exudate clear, drying yellow. Inflorescence up to 1m high, arcuate-erect, 5-8-branched from below middle, lowest branches rebranching. Raceme cylindric-acuminate, 25-30cm long, sublax. Floral bracts narrowly deltoid-acuminate, 15-20mm long. Pedicels 12-14mm long. Flowers: perianth dull reddish pink with a bloom, pale pinkish striped, 36-40mm long, 10-12mm across ovary, abruptly constricted above ovary to form subglobose basal swelling, enlarging towards mouth, rather strongly decurved; outer segments free for 10 mm; stamens exserted to 1mm; style exserted 1-2mm. Fruit a capsule.
Flowering time: June-August
Etymology: Refers to Barberton in South Africa, a town near the type locality. 
